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Australian 
Contributions to GK: 

 
• 24 Australian GK 

villages 
• 559 New houses built 
•   280 Repaired/ 

upgraded houses 
• 271 Educational 

sponsorships in 
Bagong Silang 

·  45 Educational 
sponsorhips in PNG 
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Further quotes…  
 
 
GK does deliver results! 

- Raul Manongdo 
 
 
At one stage I felt guilty for 
the conditions that these 
people were in. 
Nevertheless, I realised 
that I have so much to give 
back in return to help 
others, and how fortunate I 
am to have been given this 
opportunity. 
 - Bianca Lucas 
 Miss GK 2007 
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“…as World Youth Day (WYD) 2008 looms closer, another milestone has been set by 
GK Youth Australia with the launch of Reverse GKY GAT… an opportunity for the youth of GK 
beneficiaries from the Philippines, otherwise known as SIGA (youths 14-21 years), to come to 
Australia and be part of WYD ’08.” – Joekarl Diaz, Katherine Santos and Katrina Zaballa; 
Reverse GKY GAT for WYD ’08” article 

 

“Tears rolled down Tita Lita's cheeks and we were looking at each other trying to pull out as 
much Tagalog as we knew that would be appropriate for the moment – ‘Okay lang Tita, wag ka 

umiyak (It’s ok Auntie, don’t cry).’ Then she hugged us and said that she felt like she 
had just gained three daughters...”  – Marianne Torres, YGAT ’08 participant 
in Luzon 

“Now when I think of Mindanao, words that come to mind are natural, diverse, 

challenging and hope-filled. But I never would have known had I not taken the 
challenge and decided to go to Mindanao in the first place.” – Julia Berg Perez, YGAT ’08 

“My leader for our building group in Visayas once told us, ‘Serve until it 
hurts, then serve some more.’ This encapsulates my first Gawad Kalinga 
experience.” –Trish Tonel, YGAT ’08 partipant in Visayas 
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“ ‘Yes, we can see our homes built, our kids 
provided with education, us going through values 
formation and giving us a descent livelihood, but 
this may be taken for granted later on. So, by you 

coming over here every year, keeps our 
hopes up to continue our transformation for the 
better.’ ” Geffin Musa; a conversation with a 
beneficiary during PNG GAT 
 

“…Bernadette Attard, attended a 
presentation by our own GK Bayani Dylan 
Wilk.  After seeing the presentation she said, 

“I’m going to go to do this!” 
and not thinking about the preparation and 
how she was to do it, had invited other 
teachers who’d be interested.” – Joy Lopez, 
group leader of Freeman College GAT. 
 

 

“From the word go it was already an adventure.”   - 
Michelle Victorino , Singles For Christ World GAT  
 
 

“So, it was never really what I contributed or how I 
affected the poor thru GK, but more the other way 

around. And it is I who should be 
thankful  to the poor through GK.” – Raul 
Manongdo, Young Once GAT 

“Our time with Gawad Kalinga was a real eye 
opener for the boys and I; leaving us with a 
breadth of experiences and fond memories, and 

an appreciation of the little 
things that are truly important in life, that 
will stay with us forever.” – Joaquin Reyes, St 
Aloysius GAT 


