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year came to a close on July 15, with
one of these young women being
crowned as Miss GK Australia 2006.
The  winning candidates  from
Victoria, Karla Magayanes, ACT,
Laura Ann Barber, and Queensland,
Beverly Pugliese, came together, at
Castle Hill RSL, for this monumental
event. Both candidates from NSW
were also present at the event,
awaiting the final counts to
determine who would become Miss
GK NSW 2006.

The audience was warmly welcomed
by the hosts for the evening
Christine Stanley and Nathan Mari,
who opened the night with the
coronation of Miss GK NSW 2006.
The two candidates for NSW, Eileen
Racca and Jessica Jenkins, waited in
anticipation for the final results of
their fundraising ventures, while
Christina Hampton, the reigning Miss
GK NSW for 2005, took her final

Miss GK Australia 2006 Karla Magayanes

walk. Both girls were held in suspense as
the results were announced, “..and the
winner is Miss Jessica Jenkins”. Jessica
wore her crown with pride and had a
smile that went from ear to ear as she
took her first walk as Miss GK NSW 2006.

The suspense was over, but not for long.
The opening for the coronation of Miss

Breakfast Forum |

Marayong Community Centre provided
the perfect setting for the first Breakfast
forum of 2006, held on the 1% July.
Attendees of the forum were welcomed
with a complimentary breakfast prepared
by GK Youth, and were given the
opportunity to mingle with members of
GK Youth Sydney. A special appearance
was made by Blacktown City Council
member, Michelle Rowlands, who on
behalf of the council contributed to the
possibility of allowing the breakfast
forum to be held at the centre.

The morning began with an introduction
to what Gawad Kalinga was all about and
its work towards eradicating poverty, not
only in the Philippines, but around the
world. The main topic, however, for the
morning was about GKY GAT. The guests
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for the morning were treated to
reflection videos of previous GAT’s and
were told of what to expect at both
GKY GAT 07 and PNG GAT.

With PNG GAT Ilooming in mid-
September more volunteers are being
sought to help in the work of GK. The
numbers are climbing for those who
wish to attend GKY GAT ’07, but we
are yet to reach our goal of 101
volunteers. Another breakfast forum
will be held on September 9, so come
along and bring your friends. You
never know where the road will lead
you.

For more information contact:
Reggie Santos: 0433179274
Corina Velasco: 0414778181



Go National Brisbane

Gone National

Over the past few months there has been
planning and organizing for the GK Go
National program. The aim of Go National
was to establish GK Youth groups in all
states and to see that the work of GK
was continued by the youth all over
Australia. So far we have gone to
Canberra, Melbourne and Brisbane, and
plan to go to Perth, Adelaide and Rock
Hampton by the year-end. After being
appointed leadership for the program, |
had my doubts about whether we would
succeed, but was proven wrong with
every city we visited.

GK Youth Go National Mission 1:
Canberra
A large number of GKY members

volunteered to serve a very small group
in Canberra in our first mission and my
doubt in this work sky rocketed on that
first Saturday morning. But what a
success the Canberra mission was, with
the Canberra members proving to us that
even a small group can do so much.
Personally, | fell in love with the CFC
families in Canberra, in particular the
Ambida family who hosted our event. |
was in awe at how close and personal all
their families were. To this day they
continue to inspire me to be more loving
to my family, and to strive to improve my
relationships with them. Family comes
first and it took a trip to Canberra for me
to realise it. This unexpected lesson is
only one of the many | learned in leading
this program.

GK Youth Go National Mission 2:
Melbourne
After the events in Canberra the

Melbourne team was more prepared and
confident. There were a greater number
of participants in Melbourne and our
message was well received by the group.
The newly formed Melbourne GK Youth
has since been very active, having
weekly meetings and fellowships. This
has greatly hyped all of us back in
Sydney. | was inspired by the enthusiasm

GK PNG

Gawad Kalinga is going global. Papua
New Guinea has embraced the ethos
and values of Gawad Kalinga, where
GK (Givim Kea as it is known in PNG)
was launched in the National Capital
District of Port Moresby in June of last
year, with its first GK village residing in
Gerehu Stage 6. By its first anniversary,
10 houses were completed in an area
notorious for being a graveyard of stolen
and carcassed vehicles. However, with
the cooperation of previously rival clans
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of the Sydney GK Youth, The message of
Gawad Kalinga is something so sacred to
them (us) and something they would go
to the ends of the Earth to proclaim. It
was a privilege being part of that team,
and being part of the synergy we
created.

GK Youth Go National Mission 3: Brisbane
Sunny Brisbane was the trip | looked
forward to the most, obviously because
of how | missed wearing shorts and t-
shirts, the warm weather was just calling
out my name! The Brisbane group was by
far the most energetic group we had
presented the program to. They truly
inspired me with how creative and
inventive they were. But what | took out
from this mission was something else.
One brother, who | became friends with,
Ayel, showed me how much of an impact
we can have on others. | learned that
mission trips aren’t only about the
mission; we didn’t only go on the
missions to establish GK Youth. A very
important part of going on a mission is
establishing friendships. One thing that
we need to remember is that the work of
GK is the work of God and the work of
CFC. Without community, fellowship and
love, the work just isn’t worth doing.

So this is one story from one person who
has gone national, I'm sure the other
volunteers who have gone on missions
with me could share a lot more. With
three other cities needing mission trips,
what more can be learned and what more
will God reveal. One thing is for sure,
beyond a shadow of a doubt, that
through this program, Australia is
gathering more workers. Australia is
rallying more soldiers. Australia will be
providing a united front in this war
against poverty for the “Battle of GK777”
and beyond!!

By Arbie Mojica

and many neighbouring community
members Gerehu Stage 6 was cleared
of more than 100 abandoned vehicles
and paved way for the construction of
15 houses, landscaped gardens and
paths, a playground and a community
gathering area. This is just a

fraction of the enormous transformation
happening in Gerehu Stage 6 — a place
formerly feared by many, but now
replaced by a peaceful and safe
community.

...continued page 3



Myself, Dikana - clan chief,
Fredney - journalist, Bimbo —
GK Mission worker, Tito Edgar —
President of GKPNG

The first anniversary of GK PNG was
celebrated on the 3™ of June 2006,
where visitors from Australia, including
myself, along with the director of SVS
Mart, Hidayat Hanafi (a major sponsor
of GK Houses in Gerehu), Bishop
Kerubim of Port Moresby, numerous
guests, GK workers and caretaker
teams celebrated with the homeowners
of Gerehu Stage 6 in an elaborate but
simple PNG style of celebration that
included an early GK build.

Gerehu Stage 6 is just the beginning of
a cascading transformation of

community spirit and lifestyle, from
shanties to colourful homes, from
poverty to self-reliance and from a
nation in despair to a nation full of
hope. The work of Gawad Kalinga is
definitely growing bigger and more
communities have been embracing
the values and spirit of working with
the poor not just in the Philippines
but worldwide.

By Joekarl Diaz

An Opportunity to Consider

Gawad Kalinga Youth (GKY) in Melbourne
has just launched it's first ever Breakfast
Forum for next year's GKY GAT. In a
comfortable and cozy group, it was an
opportunity for individuals to hear about
and be inspired by the GK anti-poverty
movement. For some it was their first time
to learn about the work of GK, for others it
was a valuable reminder of the social
responsibility to help those suffering from
extreme poverty in third world countries
like the Philippines.

A question that was posed at the
Breakfast Forum was: why spend $2000
to go to GAT when that money could be
better spent donated to those in need?
The question at first made a lot of sense;
however | was reminded of the true
purpose behind the GAT:

GK is a movement with an aim to change
the mindset of the world on poverty and
move away from short-lived and shallow
compassion resulting in one-off
contributions. Rather than encouraging
this mindset, GAT provides people with
the hard core exposure to extreme
poverty in third world
(significantly different to the poverty
experienced in the first world in terms of
extremities). By becoming exposed to this
reality, the undeniable result is a deeper
sense of social responsibility (rather than
shallow compassion) embedded in the
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countries

hearts and minds of people to truly make a
difference in the world.

GKY GAT is in fact a blessing - a window
into a more purposeful life. It is also an
answer to those who feel a personal need
to contribute to change in a physical
sense, getting down and dirty to really
show themselves that they've contributed
to helping the poor.

A big thank you goes out to those who
came to the Breakfast Forum (Saturday,
26 August, 2006 at Holy Eucharist Primary
School). GK Youth looks forward to
hearing about your endeavours to help the
poor, especially through the work of GK.
GK Youth in Melbourne will continue to
spread the word of GK and extend the
opportunity to attend next year and other
future GKY GAT's. For those of you who
couldn't make it, we look forward to seeing
you next time, whether your interests are
in attending the GKY GAT or simply to
learn more about the GK movement.

In the spirit of GK: Less for self, more for
others, enough for all.

You can contact GK Youth Melbourne on
gkyouthmelb@gmail.com or
May Mendoza on 0425 782 146

By May Mendoza
GK Youth Melbourne



Jessica Jenkins
Miss GK NSW
2006

Miss GK Australia 2006
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GK Australia began with a bright and
colourful dance performance, followed
by each state’s winning candidates
presenting dances from different
regions of the Philippines. The dances
included the Igorot dance from
Northern Luzon, the Habanera dance
from Southern Luzon, the Pandanga
(Bukid) dance from the Visayas and
the Muslim dance from Mindanao.

Dylan Wilk was present at the
coronation, as the guest speaker for
the evening. He engaged the
audience as he spoke of his
experiences and involvements with
GK, and as he told stories of various
beneficiaries and benefactors he had
met over the years. He also spoke of
his admiration for the Filipino people,
who he found were and enthusiastic
and high spirited people “when you
look with your heart at the
Philippines, you see a truly wonderful
people...Filipinos are not corrupt,
Filipinos are not lazy, Filipinos are
honest and loyal and hard working”.
Even within his stories and accolades,
his message about Gawad Kalinga
and its work stood out above
everything else:

“the children and the grandchildren of
even the poor in the Philippines today
will have every chance to
succeed...we’re (Gawad Kalinga)
bringing out the best in the poor, and
the poor have stopped being
criminals, they’'ve stopped being drug
addicts and alcoholics and they’re
becoming partners with us in building
the nation... there’s really something
very special about Gawad Kalinga that
it brings out the heroes in every
Filipino...”

Dylan’s talk was of great inspiration
not only to the audience but also to
the remaining candidates.

As the evening neared its end, the
winning candidates from each state
were presented to the audience one
last time before voting was closed and
the count began. Before the winner
was announced, Nathan and Christine
welcomed for the final time Rachel
Franze, the winner of Miss GK
Australia 2005. Rachel took her final

walk as the reigning Miss GK, and
then it was time. All the candidates
were brought back onto the stage for
the announcement of the winner for
2006. As Dylan came up to the stage
to announce the results the room
went silent and everyone held their
breath. “The winner of Miss GK
Australia 2006 is Karla Magayanes”.
There was an uproar of excitement as
the crown was placed on Karla’'s head,
and tears of joy were seen in her eyes
as she took her first official walk as
Miss GK Australia 2006.

After the excitement had calmed
down and there was a break from all
the photo opportunities, Karla was
asked how it felt, her response was
one of a true winner, graceful and
humble:

“I really really wasn’t expecting it...I'll
represent Australia with pride...this is
not just a crown, it’s earned because
we all worked for it and the real
winner is Gawad Kalinga”.

Over the past few months, the
candidates from each state have been
working determinedly, raising funds
for GK, holding events such as dance
parties, movie nights, dinners,
auctions, sausage sizzles, salsa nights
and much more. These young ladies
showed tremendous dedication and
gave so much of their time for a
cause which they all believed so
passionately in. At the end of the
night, it was announced that the
combined efforts of all the candidates
raised a staggering amount of almost
$90,000. This was an incredible
result, and one that each candidate
worked extremely hard for, and when
the evening came to a close, they
walked away from the auditorium
feeling a sense of pride in what they
had achieved and rightly so.

The outcome of Miss GK Australia
2006 superseded all expectations and
was an immense success not only for
the efforts of the candidates involved
but also for Gawad Kalinga. We are all
looking forward to Miss GK Australia
2007, and are certain that the result
will be just as remarkable as was
achieved this year.
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“Gold kicked on the
floor for 400 years
will start looking like
a piece of dirt, but
the gold is still there,
inside waiting for the
opportunity to
shine.” - Dylan Wilk

Xavier Brennan
GK Volunteer
GKY GAT 2006

Miss GK - External Insight

Is it possible these days for young
adults to have a passion for helping
people?

I grew up in the world of Gen-X’ers,
where cynicism was a religion and
apathy a way of life. Seeing these
young adults passionate about a
cause that seemed so mind
numbingly optimistic in its scope
struck a chord within me that | didn’t
think 1 had, nor wanted. The older
generation that was in attendance
seemed also confused by these
happy smiling teenagers, ready and
willing to help those less fortunate
than themselves in a country many
had only heard about or who's only
connection were dim childhood
memories.

Miss GK Australia, held on the 15" of
July, was “not a beauty contest, not
a popularity contest, not a
fundraising contest, but a way to
build a nation”. The four finalists,
Jessica Jenkins (NSW), Laura Ann
Barber (ACT), Beverley Pugliese
(QLD) and Karla Magayanes (VIC),
had earned their way into the final
circle not through their looks or the
amazing way they could twirl a
baton, nor even through answering
the right questions such as “Is World
Peace a good thing or a bad thing?”
They progressed through by being
able to raise money for GK, by
holding and organising charity
events. Garage sales, door knocking,
dance parties, dinners, these girls
organised and ran these events, not
for their own sake but for those
communities, which the monies
raised will be used to rebuild.
Because that is the message of the
GK movement, rebuilding the
Philippines, one house at a time.

One of the most inspirational
speakers of the night was English
born Dylan Wilk, whose sacrifice of
his BMW enabled an entire village of
houses to be built, deemed, not-
surprisingly, as the BMW Village.
Dylan Wilk spoke at length on the
hidden treasure of the Filipino
people, themselves. He believed that
the Filipinos were a better people
than they knew, and has given his
time, money and even his homeland
for the sake of building a better life
5

for the people of his adopted
country. Speaking about the Filipino
people and its plight he used a quite
stirring analogy. “Gold kicked on the
floor for 400 years will start looking
like a piece of dirt, but the gold is
still there, inside waiting for the
opportunity to shine.” He had quite a
few of the older members of the
audience in tears with his
impassioned plea to let their children
help those in need back in the
motherland. He spoke not of blame
for leaving the country to find a
better way of life for their children,
but of the love and sacrifice they
endured to do so.

The Miss GK Australia coronation
brought attention to the Filipinos,
now living in Australia, the plight of
their country. Not because they were
unaware of the troubles that beset
the Philippines, but because living
day to day in a country such as
Australia, you sometimes put what
you perceive as the larger problems
of the world aside for the sake of
those daily issues. But as one of the
volunteers, Xavier Brennan an
Australian (of no Filipino descent
whatsoever, who had volunteered to
go to the Philippines in order to build
houses along with others) made the
point that sometimes that really isn’t
sufficient. “You have your job or uni,
but sometimes that’s just not enough
to keep you going in a soulful way.
With GK you can go and feel like
you're making a difference.” And this
was the recurring theme for all the
people that seemed to be involved
with the GK movement. Dylan Wilk,
the erudite speaker of the night, said
it best. “We [The youth of the
Philippines] are tired of praying for
this country. We [the youth] want to
be the answer to this country’s [the
Philippines’] Prayers.”

This is the reason why the
contestants were participating in
Miss GK, this is why a legion of
young adults had given their time
and skills, free of charge to organise
the event. And undoubtedly it is the
reason why | am actually writing this
article. Making a difference in our
world is something these young
adults seem to have embraced, and
their view on the world is in definite
contrast to the world weary cynicism



FYI

The day before Miss
GK Aus. Coronation,
Dylan Wilk was a
guest speaker at a
corporate forum,
whose attendees
included the
corporate partners of
GK.

GK Youth has been
hard at work
presenting GK to the
greater community,
where presentations
were made to
Patrician Brothers
Blacktown and UTS.
The Australian
government has
granted Tax
Deductibility on
donations made
towards GK.

A Korean night was
held for potential ‘07
GATers, where there
were Korean movies
and food galore. It
was a great way to
allow the future
GATers an
opportunity to get to
know each other.

GK Youth Brisbane
and Melbourne has
been launched,
thanks largely to the
Sydney Go National
Team, who
volunteered their time
and effort to initiate
GK Youth nationwide.
A GK Market Day was
held recently in an
effort to raise funds
for GK, and there are
plans to hold another
Market Day in the
near future.

A fundraising cocktall
party is being
organised at
Parliament House
hosted by the New
South Wales
Parliament Asia
Pacific Friendship
Group in support of
the work of GK in the
Philippines.

that inevitably falls on the shoulders
of those who reach full adulthood,
that it is frighteningly refreshing, and
terrifyingly

catching.

The winner of Miss GK Australia
2006, Victorian based Karla
Magayanes, the other contestants,
Dylan Wilk, GK Youth and every

We Are So Blessed

I was lucky enough to be a part of
the 2005 SFC World GAT where God
truly opened my eyes. He reminded
me just how blessed | truly was.
There He showed me how much I
can give back to our less fortunate
brothers and sisters and when |
arrived back in Australia, | was
rejuvenated to continue serving in
GK Youth and to keep offering my
time, talents and treasures to those
in need.

So | was a bit puzzled when | found
myself again at the GAT in 2006. |
asked God “What would Your
message be for me this time?”

It was during our immersion with the
poor when | heard a clear answer to
my question. My “GAT buddy”,
Janvier Miranda, and | spent a few
days living a very simple a peaceful
life with the Banatasa family in the
GK Immaculate Concepcion Village in
Loong. We did not have the daily
comforts and luxuries that we easily
took for granted, back in Australia,
such as running water. Comparing
our blessings to theirs, namely our
income, hit the both of us like a ton
of bricks. An even bigger shock was
when we saw a brother and sister,
about 4 and 5 years old, fetching
water from a pump at the bottom of
the hill to their house at the top of
that same hill, so that they could fill
up a 50L drum at home using only a
pair of 2L Coke bottles each. Their
parents were hard at work, in the
local markets, each day and because
they had no running water in their
house, it was their task to do this
daily so that the family would have
water available to drink, for their
showers and normal household
activities such as washing the dishes.
Our brothers and sisters do not
deserve to live like this. They do not
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other person who have given
themselves to helping the Filipino
people deserve their prize. It's not a
title, not a crown, not a bunch of
flowers, their prize is knowing that
they are making a difference, that
unlike so many others, they have
made this world a better world.

By Alain Sioson

have to. We can help because WE
ARE SO BLESSED.

Throughout our stay in the village,
God was constantly telling me His
answer to my question. He kept
saying to me “l want you to sacrifice
more.” Not only was He asking me to
give more of the blessings | receive
to the poor, He was also asking me
to change for the better. He wanted
me to change the way | looked at
things, He wanted me to see the
difference between a “need” and a
“want”. You see before | went to the
Philippines, | already had a long
detailed list of the things that |
wanted for myself. | wanted a new
set of “Bench Body” underwear, new
pair of “Jag” jeans, “Polo” tops, etc.
Notice that they were all brand
names. I'm ashamed to say that all
of these things, | already had. | just
wanted new stuff.

At the last session of GAT, we spent
some time reflecting on the message
that God wanted us to take back
home. He gave me two clear cut
instructions. They were: “Take care
of My people.” and “Be My light.”

God continues to trust me as a
steward of His resources and is still
counting on me to be an example.
He is counting on me to be a light to
those around me to live simply and
humbly. | believe that the message |
brought back was not just for me. It
was for every single one of us.

WE ARE SO BLESSED. | pray that we
can all start a change within
ourselves. It is not just a “one time”
decision. It is going to be a constant
daily choice to LIVE SIMPLY SO THAT
OTHERS MAY SIMPLY LIVE.

By JD (Jonn De La Paz)
SFC Svdney - South East Chapter



Basil Valdez

A Touch of Basil

Suspense and excitement was in the air,
and a crowd of over 2000 awaited the
highly anticipated performance of one of
the most renowned Filipino talents. The
night of the 19" of August, was one that
many will remember, with the Hillsong
Centre hosting the first official concert of
Basil Valdez in Australia, all in the name
of GK. His voice was as smooth as ever,
and projected throughout the
auditorium, not one ear could escape
the magnificence of his performance.
The entire audience, both young and
old, found it difficult not to be entranced
by his voice and songs, whether it was
in English or in Tagalog.

Basil's performance was preceded by
several Filipino-Australian groups such
as the Youth For Christ Dancers, the
Cherubim choir, Abide, the Good
Shepherd Parish Filipino Choir and
NVS. With each performance the crowd
became ever more fervent, and when
Basil entered the auditorium the crowd
went wild with excitement. His
performance was flawless, and the
additional backup  dancers that
performed in his songs, Jamie,
Kassandra and La Promenade, further
enhanced the splendor of his
performance. To say that the night was
a success would be an understatement,
it was so much more than that, not only
for Basil but also for GK, with, no doubt,
the audience taking home with them a
greater awareness of the work and
achievements of GK.

The night before his performance, | was
fortunate enough to have an audience
with  Mr. Basil Valdez for several
minutes. We spoke of his participation in
GK and what he plans to do in the
future, being part of the GK community.

What's your involvement with GK?
Nothing as of now, they just asked me
to do this concert for them. I'm a
personal friend of the GK Director, Tony
Meloto, and we were in the same
school, actually he was one year ahead
of me and he asked if | could do this
concert. Before | left Manila | went to
visit an Australian GK Village in the
Batasang Pambansa, this Australian
village is where the poor people live,
and I'm so impressed with what they've
done there. So | think I'd really like to be
involved in future projects.
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If you become involved in GK, what
would you like to do?

Well | was asking those people there,
those who accompany me, and they
were telling me “Basil for now we need a
person to endorse Gawad Kalinga”, and
at the same time Tony was talking to me
about mobilizing my batch-mates in
Ateneo, the Jesuit school in Manila, to
do something about his projects, so we
really have to sit down and discuss it.

How do you think your future
involvement with GK will affect you
or your career?

| don't really have any foresight at the
moment but | hope the Lord really
guides me to what | have to do with
Gawad Kalinga, because I've been
involved with a lot of other groups
before like Tahanan Walang Hagdan,
which originated actually from Australia
“House with No Steps”, this is for our
brothers and sisters who are
paraplegics and quadriplegics, | was
their ambassador and whenever | did a
concert | would endorse them and we
were able to raise 2 million in pesos in 2
years for their livelihood programs and if
I will be asked by Gawad Kalinga, |
would like to do something like that, to
endorse GK and their projects and to
basically perform for Gawad Kalinga.
That's what | did for Tahanan Walang
Hagdan before, all my performances
were for them, they got a certain
percentage out of all my performances
and including my recordings.

You said you wanted to endorse,
were you planning to do it just in the
Philippines or go international ?

If they ask me to, because | am based in
Manila, but | just came back from the
United States, I'm leaving again
September/October for a series of
concerts in the United States and
Canada. So if I'll be able to sit down with
Tony Meloto, I'd like to be able to really
endorse, during those concerts, Gawad
Kalinga.

For a man who spoke so gently, | was in
awe of the sheer power, and yet
comforting sound, of his voice.
Spending those few minutes with him
and being present at his concert will be
a lasting memory in my mind.

By Katrina Zaballa
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Find the GK 777 words to discover who you are.

To solve a Sudoku, every number from 1 to 9
must appear in:

* Each of the nine vertical columns
* Each of the nine horizontal rows
* Each of the nine 3 x 3 boxes

Remember, no number can occur more than
once in any column, row or box.

Have fun!

[Taken from mX Sudoku rule.]



Coming Events

September 9 — Breakfast Forum 11
Red Bank House

Institute Road, Westmead

(Behind Westmead Hospital)

9:30am — Free Breakfast

September 9/10 - GKYGAT Cake Stall Fundraiser
St Aidans,

9 Adelaide Street, Rooty Hill
6pm Saturday Mass/ 8:30am & 10am Sunday masses

September 16 - GKYGAT Family & Friends BBQ
Nurragingy Reserve

Knox Road, Doonside

10am

September 15-October 1 — PNG GAT
Papua New Guinea GK Site

September 17 — GK Empowerment Day
With guest speaker Tony Meloto - GK Director
Dooleys Lidcombe Catholic Club

24 John Street, Lidcombe

1pm — RSVP is required

September TBA — GK Youth Go National Perth

September 30-October 3 — GK Youth Go National Rockhampton

October 3 — ONE DAY

October — GK Movie Release

October 27 - GKYGAT Fundraiser Concert

TBA — GK Youth Go National Adelaide

TBA — GKOM WORKSHOPS & TRAINING DAY

For more information on any of the events and articles please visit:
e http://www.gawadkalinga.org
e http://www.gkancopaustralia.org
e http://www.gk-youth.org

Or email: gkom@gkyouth.org




